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This project started as an exploration of an everyday that

exists beneath the gloss of Singapore architecture and urban
spaces. In this context, the project sets out to investigate the
everyday life in Little India, one of the more authentic areas of
Singapore that has not been gentrified and is able to retain its
rich flavour of local living.

In Little India, it is revealed that many activities are tactical in
nature, where users appropriate indeterminate spaces
according to their intentions and subvert the planned meaning
of the spaces. The prevalent recycling activities in particular
demonstrate a repertoire of appropriation tactics. And at the
bottom of these recycling activities are the scavengers,
destitute individuals who roam the streets scavenging for
discarded items, without any reprieve from a permanent
shelter, The project thus seeks to design a repository for these
scavengers, a collective place to facilitate their everyday
activities, while adopting in the design process appropriation
tactics observed in Little India. Inferring from these tacties,
the intent is to generate strategies in the design process. It 1s
also an allusion to the tactics of the scavengers, where
appropriation is part and parcel of their everyday activities.
For one, wvacant buildings and empty plots become
opportunities for appropriation, where they become venues for
the expression of new meanings through the individuals and
groups who appropriate these spaces.

The project ultimately aims to demonstrate how an honest
display of life in its most ordinary can actually be the richest
representation of Singapore reality.
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